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We are now half way through the “Pave Your Own Way” project! Dr. Wee, a professor 
from the English Department of Hong Kong Baptist University delivered an interesting 
lecture on “The joy of fi nding things out”. Students engaged in constant discovery of a 
new language they have never known before. Dr. Wee guided them through step by step to 
fi nd out the pattern of language and cracked the “secret code” at last! Students also paid 
a visit to School of Design and Industrial Centre of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
where they got to know more about the bitter and sweet life of being a university student! 

After the dynamic learning experience 
of Secondary 5 English classes in January, Mardi Gras Celebration 
was in the spotlight this time. The school-wide activity to stimulate 
learning interests incorporated a multitude of elements, ranging from 
cooking and drama to painting and writing. Stay tuned for the next 
issue of Breeze and get inspired by our moves!              

Leung has been my mentee since last year, and now a Form 6 student about to take his 
DSE exam. “What is your dream? What life do you dream to live? What kind of job do 
you wish to do? What are your goals? What are you good at?” He needed to think about 

these questions in many of the one-on-one mentoring sessions with me. “Why do you love art and 
design? What does it inspire you and empower you to be? How is it related to your future?” I tried to guide him 
aligning his passion with future possibilities in career development, so as to invigorate him to be more motivated 
to learn. My questions served also as a starting point to express himself,  a  process through which he could 
gradually enhance his self-confi dence. 
I knew him one year ago in an English class observation, in 
which he sat quietly in a corner of a classroom. When failing 
to catch up with the lesson, he just took out his sketchbook 
and started to draw. Later that night,  I met him again in a 
school barbeque event and started a conversation by asking 
him about his artistic interest. He delightedly shared with 
me his passion. Later, enrolled in my English speaking class, he 
gradually showed stronger interest in English by 
asking more and more questions. Throughout the year, 
together we discovered his broad interest in the fi elds 
of drawing, jewelry design, writing, etc. He came to know 
his uniqueness, and started to have a stronger sense of 
direction towards his future. 

“Could you help me revise my self-introduction script? I 
have applied for an art and design course, and will attend an 
interview next week. If I fail, I will change my 
hope towards another course offered by another 
university. I have applied for different institutions 
because I want to give myself more choices.” 
Today, he can clearly explain his goals and plans. As his 
mentor, I am happy to see that he is able to prepare for 
his own future, and feel optimistic in his dream pursuing. 

The Power of Dreams                - By Patricia Chan

Hi, I’m Francesca Chu, a year 
one program mentor serving 
at T.W.G.Hs. Yow Kam Yuen 
College. I graduated from the 
Chinese University of Hong 
Kong majoring in Translation. 
In my leisure time, I usually 
participate in scouting activities, including volunteering, 
hiking and camping. I also enjoy playing piano and recorder.
Having joined TUF is one of the greatest gift s from 
God. I always believe that education is our passport 
to the future and that it is not only about academic 
achievements, but also character building. As 
a program mentor, not only do we advocate 
quality education and improve pupils’ learning 
attitude and motivation, we also help them develop 
confi dence and self-esteem, pursue dreams and locate 
possibilities in life. Our work can be challenging. Yet, this 
investment is worth making as pupils inspired 
will make a diff erence and come back tenfold in 
unexpected ways.
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Dispatch from the Operation Desk
Time fl ies indeed; especially when exciting things keep happening.

In March, we saw the conclusion of the 2015 gala dinner after more than two months of planning. Kudos 
especially goes to the program mentors for putting together a great program showcasing impacts of our work 
on students. 

At the same time, we had kick started the 2015-17 program mentor and partner school recruitments. There 
were roadshows in many universities and meetings with pending graduates to promote our two-year leadership 
development program. It is in fact a very gratifying exercise seeing the passion in the eyes of many of these 
university students whom we met; for you know that is where our future holds.

On the partner school front, we received a record high of NINE partner school applications this year. It 
nonetheless is a bittersweet experience. We were highly motivated by the knowledge that our program is in 
high demand; but saying no to students with needs wouldn‛t be easy to do.  As we speak, the Partner School 
Selection Committee is working to assess needs of the various schools and to ensure alignment of priorities. 
We are very excited though as we all look forward to “the beginning of a beautiful friendship” with more 
like-minded educators through these new partnerships!

By Winnie YIP FONG, Director of Operations

Eight students from TUF‛s partner schools gave delightful speeches and songs during the TUF gala dinner on 20 
March. They are not the typical elites selected, but brave average students. Rewind the tape to two years ago 
in schools, they were rather unconfi dent and didn‛t believe in their own potential. During the rehearsal, these 
students were very nervous. Nevertheless, it was clear to the kids that the performance was another challenge 
they had to learn to manage as part of their dream pursuing journeys.

AU from Maryknoll Secondary School came out fi rst. Surprisingly, this seemingly quiet boy started his speech 
with an impromptu joke, comparing himself with the Cantonese actor of the same name. He told his story of how 
he gradually identifi ed his dream and goals. His mentor‛s guidance and company had empowered him to be a brave 
dream-pursuer. 

LI from Caritas Yuen Long Chan Chun Ha Secondary School gave his best performance too. Impressing himself 
by minimising the help of his printed script, he recounted his journey of learning English. Starting from the very 
basics, and then proceeding to the English Speech Festival, Li took a great step forward in learning. In the end, 
he bravely shared with the audience that he dreamt of becoming a basketball coach. 
WANG and CHAN from our previous partner school Caritas Fanling Chan Chun Ha Secondary School told their 
stories of transformation through a dialogue with their mentor, sharing what they had learnt in Dream Pursuing 
Project and how the project had empowered them to pursue their dreams. At the end of their sharing, each girl 
raised up a sign confi dently announcing to the audience what their dreams were. 

Some girls expressed themselves through singing. The MO sisters from T.W.G.Hs. Yow Kam Yuen College sang 
the Mandarin song “Invisible Wing”, encouraging both themselves and the audience to fl y towards their dreams. 
Their message echoed that of the girls from Tsang Pik Shan Secondary School, TSE and WONG, who sang the 
English song “Firework”. When they fi nished, they gave cheers to the audience and encouraged them to ignite 
their passions as they did. 

As much as students stepping out of their comfort zone to perform that night, they succesfully overcame their 
obstacles in their dream pursuing journeys. Indeed, they have transformed to be more confi dent and motivated 
youngsters. To them, the gala dinner was really a celebration of their success. 

Students Shared Stories of Their Dream Pursuing Journeys                           - Patricia CHAN


